THE GROUP'S STORY-

THE ANALYTICAL MAGIC OF THE NARRATIVE
HAVA KADOSH

ABSTRACT

This paper is written from a conducting position that combines a synthesis
between the analytic and the narrative points of view. This position 'sees’ the group
as a story teller, as well as a dynamic structure processor with interpersonal
relationships. This view of the group opens to the conductor and to the group
members a larger creativity space 'to play' with the contents, the processes and the
relations within the group.

We may say that there are some basic differences between those two
approaches: their language, their basic assumptions and methods, their view about
the personality and the origin of the patient's problems, but, some of their ideas are
alike, especially those that are based on the post-modern critic: 1. Both emphasis the
interaction with the environment as basic condition to development (healthy &
problematic) hence, to the cure. 2. Both distinguish between the conscious\ visible
parts and the unconscious\invisible parts of the person's soul\identity. 3. In both
approaches the basic therapy is to relief the tension and to enlarge consciousness\
identity by revealing and accepting those hidden parts (2). 4. Both approaches
emphasis the important and influence of social & interpersonal power.

This paper presents a combined view of the group, based on the main
principals of both approaches. Every group has a unique story related to it's
circumstances & environment. The conductor is advised to look for this story while
working with the 'usual' processing, to enable this story to be seen, to develop and to
change too. In many cases as will be shown, working with the group's story opens

new ways to release from impasse situations.

HAVA KADOSH, MSW - Individual & group therapist. Working mostly in public social

services.
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